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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 
Applicant's election without traverse of Group I, claims 1-17, in the reply 
filed on 5/10/04, is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
BROWN 5,960,207. 
Regarding claims 1, 7. 

BROWN discloses: 

a full-wave bridge rectifier (figure 6, 602) providing a rectified DC 

power output; 

a micro-controller (figure 6, 642) for monitoring a component of said 
rectified DC power, evaluating said monitored component and providing an 
output signal in response to said evaluation of said monitored component; 

an output switch (Qc in combination with DF2) operating in 
response to said output signal for selectively providing said rectified DC power 
and a constant average current (column 7, lines 29-31) to an electrical device 
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connected electrically in series with said full-wave bridge rectifier and said output 
switch. 

Regarding claims 2, 8. 

BROWN discloses wherein said monitored component of the rectified 
power is the voltage (column 6, lines 31 , 32). 
Regarding claims 3, 4, 9, 10. 

BROWN discloses wherein said monitored component is evaluated with 
respect to a set point measured in volt-seconds (the volt-second set point is 
inherent in the operation of the pulse width modulator). 
Regarding claims 5. 6, 1 1, 12. 

BROWN discloses wherein said monitoring, evaluating and providing said 
output signal are concurrent operations initiated by a trigger (inherent functions in 
a pulse with modulating system column 7, lines 34-37). 
Regarding claims 13, 14, 15. 

BROWN discloses a power supply includes a power factor correction 
converter and a controller that disables the power factor correction converter 
when the power supply is operating in a low power mode (column 3, lines 45-50). 
Claims 13-15 are inherently included functions for operating said power supply in 
the low power mode. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not Identically disclosed or described 

as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

Claims 16, 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over BROWN 5,960,207 in view of HOLMQUIST 6,253,1 12. 
Regarding claims 16, 17. 

BROWN discloses the circuit of claim 15. 

BROWN does not disclose wherein said micro-controller wakes up after 
said predetermined period of time. 

HOLMQUIST discloses a method of and apparatus for constructing a 
control system and a control system created thereby which is based on multiple 
finite state machines (abstract, column 5, lines 19-50). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of this invention to modify BROWN to wake up the micro-controller after a 
predetermined period of time. The motivation to provide the wake up signal after 
a predetermined time would be to be able to shut the power supply down 
completely when the supply is not needed to conserve power in a finite state 
machine that requires supply voltage periodically for its operation. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Robert L. 
DeBeradinis whose number is (571) 272-2049. The Examiner can normally be 
reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 am to 5:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Sircus, can be reached on (571) 272-2058. The Fax phone 
number for this Group is (703) 872-9306. 
RLD 

AUGUST 5, 2004 
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